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OLD BEXLEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

PARENT FORUM MINUTES

Wednesday 5th February 2025
Attendees:
Katie Allgood (KA)

Year 3 Representative
Sandra Brown (SB)

Year 2 Representative

Alex Mills (AM)

Year 4 Representative

Abby Dunlop (AD)

Year 5 Representative

Kat Ford (KF)


Year 1 Representative

Dion Navarro (DN)

Reception Representative 

Joelle Mullin (JM)

Nursery Representative 

Mrs G England (GE)

Deputy Head Teacher

Mrs J Netherton (JN)

Deputy Head Teacher

Lisa Donaldson (LD)

Forum Secretary
Apologies:
Jumoke Adebisi (JA)

Year 6 Representative
Actions from Previous Minutes
Year 2
Incentive to complete homework
JN informed that this is being monitored and will check in again on this. 

Accelerated learning

GE & JN have updated the reading list. English lead will be updating the current books and recommendations, this will go on the website in the near future. 

Year 4
Lunch water

The children have been spoken to about water being poured back in the jugs and asked not to do this. 

Year 5

Church

Mrs Ivil has spoken to the dioceses regarding being able to use the church again this year. 
School Agenda Items

My Happy Mind

GE - The school have signed up to the Mental Health and Wellbeing Platform ‘My Happy Mind’, this has been funded by the NHS. These sessions will be discussed during circle time on a Wednesday with the children and we have received resources in the form of journals for the children as well as a soft toy for each class in Nursery and Reception. Teachers will complete a questionnaire after each session. 

AM asked what the purpose of these sessions were. GE and JN – to give children strategies to be able to cope and also to understand how their mind works. Parents will have access an app. My Happy Mind will be a one year process and will available to start after the February half term. 
Voluntary Contributions 

GE asked about the possibility of voluntary donations. DN suggested about an Amazon wish list where parents/ carers could donate via the app and donations get delivered straight to the school. 
Easy Fundraising was also mentioned where donations accumulate when parents spend online via the app. It was noted that only the PTA would be in receipt of donations as they are a registered charity. 

Uniform

GE & JN asked if parents can be reminded about school uniform, especially earrings, bows and bags. Children should only be wearing stud earrings, big bows are not allowed, and bags should either be the Old Bexley bookbag or rucksack or something of a similar colour and size. Pupils should also be wearing school shoes not trainers unless it is their PE day. 
Parent Agenda Items
Nursery – No items. 
Reception 
Phonics Workshop low attendance

DN said that it could be a possibility that parents had attended previous phonics workshops, hence 

why the attendance was low. It was suggested that a morning and afternoon session be offered to 
parents or if an online workshop would be easier.
Year 1
Playground Equipment

KF asked if we could supply more equipment in the playground or whether any sports coaches are available. GE said that unfortunately the school doesn’t have the money for any equipment. There is one available at lunchtime but it wouldn’t be beneficial for morning break and afternoon break to have any more coaching staff in the playground.  Music in the playground has had to be reduced to once a week as there have been complaints from the neighbours. It was also mentioned that school equipment for the playground could be purchased on an Amazon wish list, this is something that the school would have to set up first. 

Year 1 pathway too narrow

Unfortunately nothing can be done with the pathway due to funds.
Year 2

Catering 
SB said that children were complaining about the food and not liking the pasta. GE & JN advised that parents will have to contact The Pantry directly with any issues. 

Attendance rewards

SB said that parents are happy that the children are getting rewarded for attendance but asked if the children could be rewarded with something different other than non uniform day. JN is happy to mix it up, but will leave it up to the children to decide their rewards.  
Spelling tests
Parents wondered why children are not having weekly spelling tests. JN said that spellings are being taught in class, children are given the definition of the words and then encouraged to use this word in sentences and discussions. It was found that spelling tests aren’t very effective. 
Reading books

It was mentioned that children’s books aren’t being changed. In year 2 it is the children’s responsibility to change their books themselves. Parents were wondering why children do not read to the teachers every week. JN said that unfortunately teachers do not have the capacity to read with every child every week as their timetable is very stretched. It was suggested if more parents could be asked to come in as voluntary readers to help out. 
Year 3  
Mixing of year groups
KA asked about the mixing of classes going forward with years 3 and 4. GE said that it was likely that years 2 and 3 would be together but this was not definite as yet. KA was asked by a parent about the learning of years 3 and 4 together and was told that English and Maths are taught by year group but that other foundation subjects are taught altogether as the year groups share the same curriculum for these subjects.  
Year 4 
The Pantry school meals

AM had concerns from year 4 parents about The Pantry, that the food was often cold, pupils had not received the correct meal and poor taste. JN advised that all concerns regarding The Pantry need to be emailed to them directly. 
Year 5 – No items 
Year 6 – No items
AOB
If children do not walk home by themselves, they do not need to bring a mobile phone into school. A letter will go out to parents regarding this. There was an incident recently where two mobiles were taken from the classroom. It was suggested that any phones brought into school will be kept in the school office and then given out to class teachers at the end of the day for the teachers to give out. 

Next Parent Forum Meeting – Wednesday 25th June at 2:00pm.
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